
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

∑ This ‘‘bullet’’ symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E117 January 27, 2015 

RECOGNIZING KIWANIS 
INTERNATIONAL 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 27, 2015 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is 
a privilege for me to recognize the 100th anni-
versary of Kiwanis International. Annually, 
Kiwanis clubs in 80 countries raise more than 
$100 million and dedicate more than 18 million 
volunteer hours to strengthen communities 
and serve children. 

Meeting the needs of children has always 
been one of Kiwanis members’ foremost prior-
ities. Under their new motto, ‘‘Serving the Chil-
dren of the World,’’ Kiwanis members have 
helped to establish programs that ensure the 
health and education of young children. In 
Central Florida, Kiwanis members generously 
give their time and resources to provide schol-
arships and community-building opportunities 
for local students, as well as care for the un-
derprivileged. 

Kiwanis members’ commitment to serving 
their neighbors and the self-sacrifice that en-
tails represents what is good and noble in our 
nation. There are children and others whose 
lives have been permanently impacted for 
good by the work of Kiwanis members. 

I am truly grateful for the Kiwanis Club 
members of Central Florida. Our community is 
stronger, and the future of our youth is bright-
er because of their service. 

f 

COMBATTING HUMAN TRAF-
FICKING IN THE UNITED STATES 

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 27, 2015 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, this week the 
House is considering 12 bills designed to fight 
the growing problem of human trafficking in 
the United States. These bipartisan bills will 
provide support and services to the victims of 
trafficking crimes and boost resources for law 
enforcement. 

According to the FBI, sex trafficking is the 
fastest-growing business of organized crime 
and the third-largest criminal enterprise in the 
world. More than 300,000 American children 
are at risk of becoming victims of sex traf-
ficking annually in what is estimated to be a 
$9.8 billion industry. 

Human trafficking is modern day slavery 
that preys on vulnerable individuals, and this 
epidemic is not isolated to far-off places. It is 
happening every day in the places we call 
home. 

As we take steps at the federal level to end 
this despicable and horrifying practice, there 
are many organizations dedicated to helping 
victims and preventing even more people from 
being mistreated. 

Earlier this month in Rowan County, North 
Carolina, nearly 200 supporters gathered to 
hear testimonies from human trafficking sur-
vivors as well as discuss ways to increase 
awareness and assist victims in the local com-
munity at the Triad Ladder of Hope’s First An-
nual Human Trafficking Awareness Gala. 

And today I’m wearing a bracelet made from 
recycled soda tabs that was designed by Mon-
arch, a Christian ministry that creates acces-
sories as a unique way to engage in the fight 
against human trafficking. 

As the charm on this bracelet reminds us, 
there is hope that lives discarded can be re-
claimed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NATIONAL FED-
ERATION OF THE BLIND 

HON. CHAKA FATTAH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 27, 2015 

Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the National Federation of the 
Blind. 

For 75 years NFB has served as the voice 
of the blind in Washington and through their 
affiliate organizations in every state across the 
country. I congratulate them on this milestone 
of service, their advocacy efforts on behalf of 
blind Americans, and their continued work to 
make our communities more just, equal, and 
safe for blind individuals. 

As the largest organization of blind and low- 
vision people in the country, NFB works day in 
and day out to change what it means to be 
blind and to help realize the complete integra-
tion of blind individuals into society. 

On this 75th anniversary, I join in cele-
brating the National Federation of the Blind’s 
long-list of achievements and look forward to 
their continued success representing the mil-
lion-plus blind individuals in the United States. 

f 

IN HONOR OF SPECIALIST JOSHUA 
FERNANDEZ 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 27, 2015 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to draw 
the attention of the House of Representatives 
to the remarkable performance of one of my 
constituents, Specialist Joshua Fernandez, 
proudly serving in the California National 
Guard. A native of Soledad, California, Spe-
cialist Fernandez was selected as the 2015 
California National Guard Soldier of the Year. 
This title is only bestowed to those soldiers 
who emerge victorious from the Guard’s Best 
Warrior Competition; a grueling, four-day con-
test that includes a 6-mile road march, a 
chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear 

knowledge report, and a series of physical fit-
ness and rifle and pistol competitions. 

SPC Joshua Fernandez serves as a Team 
Leader with Alpha Company, 1st Battalion, 
184th Infantry Regiment. He served three 
years active duty service at Fort Stewart, 
Georgia with the 3rd Infantry Division prior to 
enlisting in the California Army National 
Guard. He has served in one combat deploy-
ment during Operation Enduring Freedom in 
Afghanistan attached to a Special Operations 
Task Force. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to salute Specialist 
Joshua Fernandez for his steadfast commit-
ment to service to our great Nation on behalf 
of the House of Representatives. He is a shin-
ing example of the dedication and sacrifices 
made by the men and women who serve in 
United States Armed Forces. 

f 

STRENGTHENING CHILD WELFARE 
RESPONSE TO TRAFFICKING ACT 
OF 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 26, 2015 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in support of H.R. 469, Strength-
ening Child Welfare Response to Trafficking 
Act of 2015. Human trafficking is a form of 
modern-day slavery. This bill would make it 
possible to accurately identify and help chil-
dren from the child welfare system who are 
trafficked into the sex trade. 

The sickening fact is that human trafficking 
is a big, booming business—trafficking a child 
for sex can be more lucrative than drug traf-
ficking. This is why I am glad to join my col-
leagues, Democrats and Republicans, in tak-
ing additional steps to protect our sons and 
daughters from this horrible crime. 

As we recognize January as Human Traf-
ficking Awareness month, I urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on this bipartisan legis-
lation so that we may protect our most vulner-
able children, including those in the foster care 
system, who have been victimized through no 
fault of their own. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 27, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,086,335,602,055.12. We’ve 
added $7,459,458,553,142.04 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.4 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
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have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF MR. 
CUB, ERNIE BANKS 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 27, 2015 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the extraordinary life and 
accomplishments of Ernie Banks—known by 
Chicagoans as ‘‘Mr. Cub.’’ 

Chicago lost a true hero and friend when 
Ernie Banks passed away on Friday, January 
23. His baseball accomplishments are leg-
endary. During his playing days, cheers would 
always erupt at Wrigley Field when Banks 
would make a clutch hit or a spectacular div-
ing catch. His greatness was well acknowl-
edged: Banks was voted into the National 
Baseball Hall of Fame in 1977—the very first 
year he was eligible. 

While Banks excelled on the field, he also 
blazed a trail off of it. As the first African- 
American player for the Chicago Cubs, he was 
a pioneer in our community and across the 
country. Banks treated people well, got along 
with most everyone and stood for justice even 
as he faced discrimination. During road trips, 
hotels and restaurants open to his white team-
mates were often closed to him and other Afri-
can-Americans. I am happy to see how far we 
have come as a country throughout the course 
of his career and his lifetime. 

Banks founded the Ernie Banks Live Above 
and Beyond Foundation, which helps promote 
social welfare and assist youth and seniors 
who may need assistance. I know he was very 
proud of the young players on Chicago’s own 
Jackie Robinson West team who won the Lit-
tle League championship last year. 

According to Fox Chicago, Jackie Robinson 
West player Lawrence Noble said, ‘I met 
[Ernie Banks] during the summer and he was 
such an inspirational person to me, it was just 
very sad hearing that he passed away.’ 

It’s clear that the next generation appre-
ciates the impact of Mr. Cub. We can honor 
the legacy of Mr. Cub by doing our own part 
to break down barriers and build a better com-
munity. We will miss you, Ernie. 

f 

MISSING CHILDREN’S ASSISTANCE 
ACT AMENDMENT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 26, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 246, a bill ‘‘To Improve 
The Response To Victims Of Child Sex Traf-
ficking,’’ which broadens the issues to be re-
ported on the federal tip line on Internet-re-
lated child sexual exploitation run by the Na-
tional Center for Missing and Exploited Chil-
dren to explicitly include child sex trafficking— 
specifically, by replacing the term ‘‘child pros-
titution’’ with the term ‘‘child sex trafficking, in-
cluding child prostitution.’’ 

Trafficking in humans is a major problem 
across the globe and in our own country. As 

lawmakers, we have a moral responsibility to 
combat this scourge and protect our children, 
especially those without parents to care for 
them, from being exploited and falling through 
the cracks. 

As the Founder and Chair of the Congres-
sional Children’s Caucus, I understand how 
important it is to defend those who are too 
young to defend themselves. 

This problem is personal for me because 
according to the U.S. Department of Justice, 
my home city of Houston, Texas is the epi-
center of human trafficking in the United 
States with over 200 active brothels in Hous-
ton and two new ones opening each month. 

Houston has also surpassed Las Vegas for 
the dubious distinction of having the most strip 
clubs and illicit spas serving as fronts for sex 
trafficking. 

Human trafficking in Texas is not limited to 
Houston. During the 2011 Dallas Super Bowl, 
133 underage arrests for prostitution were 
made and during this year’s massive effort 
‘‘Operation Cross Country’’ led by the FBI, 
several pimps were arrested. 

Between 1998 and 2003 more than 500 
people from 18 countries were ensnared in 57 
forced labor operations in almost a dozen cit-
ies throughout the State of Texas. 

The Justice Department’s Internet Crimes 
against Children Task Force (which coordi-
nates with 61 federal, state and local law en-
forcement task forces) reports that the number 
of child victims of prostitution increased by 
more than 900% between 2004 and 2008. 

Currently, our state child welfare systems do 
not properly identify and help the children that 
have been taken by this horrible industry. 

Even more disturbing is that the protections 
provided by our child welfare systems often do 
not extend to young victims of trafficking. 

Hard as it is to believe, in some states traf-
ficked youths are not even regarded or classi-
fied as victims. 

Rather, they are treated as youthful offend-
ers and consigned to the criminal justice sys-
tem. 

These kids are not criminals. They are vic-
tims, robbed of their innocence by adult crimi-
nals. 

They are boys and girls who have been 
taken advantage of and are unable to escape 
an ugly system. 

I support H.R. 246 because it is focused on 
using technology to minimize the sex traf-
ficking of vulnerable children and empowers 
people by giving the opportunity and means to 
report suspicious activity. 

Under current law, the Health and Human 
Services Department (HHS) provides an an-
nual grant to the National Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children for a range of activi-
ties, including running a tip line that allows on-
line users and Internet service providers to re-
port Internet-related child sexual exploitation. 

This tip line includes reports on child por-
nography, online enticement of children for 
sexual acts, child prostitution, sex tourism in-
volving children, extra familial child sexual mo-
lestation, unsolicited obscene material sent to 
a child, misleading domain names and mis-
leading words or digital images on the Inter-
net. 

I strongly support H.R. 246 and urge my 
colleague to join me in voting for its passage 
which will help bring an end to the evil prac-
tice that is child sex trafficking. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA BUDGET AUTON-
OMY ACT OF 2015 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 27, 2015 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, District of Co-
lumbia residents raise billions of dollars annu-
ally for their local budget, and, like Americans 
everywhere, claim the right to control the 
funds they themselves raise to support their 
city as fundamental to their American citizen-
ship. Therefore, today I introduce the District 
of Columbia Budget Autonomy Act of 2015, 
the second bill I introduce this Congress, to 
allow the District’s local-taxpayer-raised budg-
et to take effect immediately when passed by 
the city, without being subject to congressional 
approval. 

Control over the dollars raised by local tax-
payers is central to local control, the oldest 
American government principle. Beyond this 
core principle, permitting the city’s local budg-
et to become law without a redundant con-
gressional approval would have multiple prac-
tical benefits for both the city and Congress. 
For the city, a timely budget means eliminating 
the uncertainty of the congressional approval 
process, which has a significant negative ef-
fect on the city’s bond rating, adding unneces-
sary interest costs for local taxpayers; improv-
ing the District’s ability to make accurate rev-
enue forecasts; and reducing the countless 
operational problems that result when the 
city’s budget cannot be implemented until 
Congress approves it (even when it is not de-
layed, which rarely occurs). Also of major im-
portance, the bill would permit the District to 
use the typical state and local government fis-
cal year (July 1–June 30), which is used to 
provide ample time to prepare for the opening 
of schools in September, instead of the cur-
rent federal fiscal year (October 1–September 
30), used for the convenience of Members of 
Congress, not the needs of the city. Moreover, 
the D.C. local budget consumes valuable sub-
committee, committee, and floor time in both 
houses of Congress, the most inefficient and 
redundant annual process in the Congress. 
Yet the D.C. budget is of interest only to those 
members who use it to promote their own 
issues, violating a principle of local self-gov-
ernment that they value for their own districts 
and states. 

Increasing recognition of the hardships and 
delays caused by the congressional approval 
process has led Congress to begin freeing the 
city from many congressional constraints. We 
made significant progress in the last Congress 
on a major element of budget autonomy. 
There is unprecedented bipartisan and bi-
cameral support for preventing D.C. shut-
downs, which have been constantly threat-
ened as the Congress now almost always fails 
to pass appropriations bills. Under the fiscal 
year 2014 D.C. Appropriations bill, D.C. was, 
for the first time ever, exempt from shutdowns 
for an entire fiscal year—2015. The fiscal year 
2015 D.C. Appropriations bill also exempts 
D.C. from shutdowns for all of fiscal year 
2016. In addition, the president’s budgets last 
Congress and the Senate’s D.C. appropria-
tions bills would have granted D.C. budget au-
tonomy. This progress from both Congress 
and the Executive invites the inevitable next 
step—a permanent shutdown exemption bill. 
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The importance of eliminating shutdown 

threats to the District was definitively shown 
recently. The three leading bond rating agen-
cies favorably cited the fiscal year 2014 D.C. 
Appropriations bill provision exempting D.C. 
from a shutdown in fiscal year 2015. In up-
grading their ratings on the District’s out-
standing general obligation bonds, Standard & 
Poor’s Rating Services and Fitch Ratings both 
favorably cited the provision, and Moody’s In-
vestors Service favorably cited the provision 
while maintaining D.C.’s rating. 

Several years ago, we negotiated an agree-
ment with a Republican-led appropriations 
committee that ensures that the city’s local 
budget is approved in the first continuing reso-
lution (CR) if the D.C. Appropriations bill has 
not been approved by the start of the fiscal 
year, another important step that responded to 
practical realities. This approach ended the 
annual nightmares of lengthy delays of ap-
proval of the local budget of a big city until a 
national appropriations bill was passed, often 
months after the start of the fiscal year. As a 
result, under CRs, the city has been able to 
spend its local funds at the next year’s funding 
level, even though federal agencies must 
spend at the prior year’s funding level. We are 
deeply appreciative that this process, which 
eliminated serious problems for the functioning 
of the D.C. government, has continued. 

We nearly secured budget autonomy for the 
District in the last days of the lame-duck ses-
sion in the 111th Congress, when Democrats 
were in control. We got the House authorizers 
to include budget autonomy in the fiscal year 
2011 D.C. Appropriations bill, which was 
passed by the subcommittee. Unfortunately, 
the Democratic Senate did not include budget 
autonomy in its appropriations bill, and Con-
gress passed a CR instead of regular appro-
priations bills in the lame duck. 

Most important, we gained critical support 
for D.C. budget autonomy in the 112th and 
113th Congresses. In an Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform Committee hearing in May 
2011, Chairman DARRELL ISSA (R–CA) en-
dorsed budget autonomy. House Majority 
Leader Eric Cantor (R–VA) and Virginia Gov-
ernor Bob McDonnell (R) during that year both 
indicated their support for budget autonomy. 
Last Congress, Majority Leader Cantor and 
Chairman ISSA both continued in their support 
for budget autonomy. The President’s fiscal 
year 2015 budget, for the second time, will 
have granted D.C. budget autonomy. The 
Senate’s fiscal year 2015 D.C. Appropriations 
bill granted the District budget autonomy, 
which was the first ever appropriations bill to 
grant it. We also got budget autonomy intro-
duced as a stand-alone bill in the Senate. 

We kept the budget autonomy referendum 
from being overturned in Congress. However, 
a federal district court struck it down and an 
appeal is pending before a federal appeals 
court. 

Even if the District of Columbia Budget Au-
tonomy Act of 2015 were enacted, Congress 
would still retain jurisdiction over the District of 
Columbia under article I, section 8, clause 17 
of the U.S. Constitution until statehood is 
achieved. This authority allows Congress to 
make changes to the District’s budget at any 
time, as we saw last week when the House 
voted to permanently ban the District from 
spending its local funds on abortion services 
for low-income women. Therefore, it is unnec-
essary to require the District to incur the costs 

and delays of transmitting its local budget for 
congressional approval. The time is overdue 
to permit the city to enact its local budget, the 
single most immediate step Congress could 
take to help the District better manage itself. 

Members of Congress were sent to Wash-
ington to do the business of the nation, not a 
local jurisdiction. Members have no reason to 
be interested in or to become knowledgeable 
about the local budget of a single city or juris-
diction far from their own. In the past, the 
House and Senate have more often than not 
passed the District’s budget as is. Our budget 
autonomy bill takes the Congress in the direc-
tion it is already moving. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF FEDERAL EM-
PLOYEES PAID PARENTAL 
LEAVE ACT 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 27, 2015 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, in his State of Union President 
Obama spoke about restoring the link between 
hard work and growing opportunity for every 
American. That link is at the very core of what 
made America great. And he spoke about the 
need to ensure that working families have a 
fair shot and a level playing field. 

One of the places that the United States 
continues to lag behind the entire rest of the 
world is in providing paid parental leave. The 
U.S. is the only industrialized nation with no 
paid parental leave. It is only us and Papua 
New Guinea in the whole world that have no 
statutory maternity leave. This is embarrassing 
and it hurts hardworking American families 

It is way past time to drag at least our fed-
eral workplace policies into the 21st century. 
That is why I am introducing the Federal Em-
ployees Paid Parental Leave Act to provide six 
weeks of paid parental leave to federal em-
ployees for the birth, adoption, or foster place-
ment of a child. 

The federal government is our nation’s larg-
est employer and it should be setting an ex-
ample—and leading the march into the mod-
ern era. Paid parental leave would be a big 
boost for the almost two million people who 
work for the federal government. And this 
won’t just affect our nation’s capital—86 per-
cent of federal workers live and work outside 
the metro Washington, DC area. In fact, the 
metro region of my home city of New York 
City has the second highest number of federal 
employees of any region in the country. 

For these working families in New York and 
elsewhere around the country, paid leave is 
an economic lifeline. The growing costs of car-
ing for a new child—the expensive diapers, 
bottles, baby carriers—they all add up very 
quickly. The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
found that in the first two years a new child 
can cost families an average of nearly 
$13,000. Who can forego weeks of pay on top 
of those new expenses. It is both crippling and 
cruel to ask families to choose between a pay-
check and caring for a new child when costs 
continue to mount. 

Providing paid leave helps pay for itself with 
the broad benefits it produces. It gives parents 
the time to bond with their child in those crit-
ical first weeks of life and research shows the 

critical nature of the first few months of life on 
the health and intellectual development over 
the lifetime of the child. 

To those who would push back on this leg-
islation, I refer you to the Congressional Budg-
et Office findings that this legislation is budget 
neutral. It costs nothing—but it means every-
thing. It requires no new money but would im-
measurably enrich the lives of federal employ-
ees by allowing them to maintain their salary 
during the course of FMLA-permitted parental 
leave. 

I urge my Republican colleagues to support 
the bill. It passed the House twice before— 
with great bipartisan support. Now is the mo-
ment to bring this legislation forward and in so 
doing, bring America forward. 

f 

WINTER STORM JUNO 

HON. DAVID N. CICILLINE 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 27, 2015 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the state and local leaders and emer-
gency responders in Rhode Island who, as I 
speak, are working tirelessly to manage the 
impact of Winter Storm Juno that struck 
Rhode Island last night. 

This storm is still hitting Rhode Island with 
heavy snow, high winds and coastal flooding. 
As a former Mayor, I understand the dev-
astating impact this type of snowfall can have 
on individuals and families, and the pains-
taking efforts it will take to restore services to 
Rhode Island’s communities. 

Yesterday our entire delegation sent a letter 
to President Obama, Senator JACK REED, Sen-
ator SHELDON WHITEHOUSE, Congressman JIM 
LANGEVIN, and I, urging the President to make 
federal assistance available to Rhode Island to 
support emergency operations and recovery 
due to the blizzard conditions. 

I stand ready to assist my home state in any 
way I can, and applaud the tremendous efforts 
of our Governor Gina Raimondo, Mayor Jorge 
Elorza and all the dedicated local leaders and 
emergency responders who are working 
around the clock to ensure Rhode Island 
makes a speedy recovery. 

f 

FISCAL YEAR 2015 HOMELAND 
SECURITY APPROPRIATIONS BILL 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 27, 2015 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, earlier this 
month I voted against the Homeland Security 
Appropriations Bill for the remainder of Fiscal 
Year (FY) 2015 (H.R. 240), due to House Re-
publicans’ irresponsible attempt to hijack this 
must-pass legislation. 

The Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) is at the forefront of protecting our na-
tion from terrorist threats. The women and 
men on the frontline of securing America’s 
borders deserve a clean appropriations bill 
that provides them with the funding and re-
sources they need to keep our families, com-
munities, and our nation safe. Instead of bring-
ing a bipartisan bill to the Floor, House Re-
publicans opted to pick a political fight with the 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 08:21 Jan 28, 2015 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A27JA8.005 E27JAPT1em
cd

on
al

d 
on

 D
S

K
67

Q
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE120 January 27, 2015 
President, jeopardizing our country’s security 
needs. 

Republicans voted to add five poison pill 
amendments targeting the President’s execu-
tive actions on immigration to this critical fund-
ing bill. One of the most offensive and dan-
gerous of these amendments is the DeSantis/ 
Roby amendment. The National Task Force to 
End Sexual and Domestic Violence Against 
Women strongly opposes this and other 
amendments, which they describe as ‘‘overly 
broad, sweep large numbers of victims into 
their scope and ignore the best interests of 
victims and their children.’’ In addition, the 
Task Force urges Congress ‘‘to prioritize the 
needs of immigrant victims of domestic and 
sexual violence, and reject these amend-
ments.’’ 

Other amendments proposed by House Re-
publicans would further derail the Administra-
tion’s progress on immigration reform. The 
Aderholt amendment would block the Deferred 
Action for Parental Accountability (DAPA) pro-
gram and expansions to the Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program. In ad-
dition, the amendment would block measures 
to strengthen border security, facilitate legal 
immigration, promote citizenship and immi-
grant integration, and spur innovation and en-
trepreneurship. The Blackburn amendment 
would terminate the existing DACA program 
and prevent hundreds of thousands of young 
people (DREAMers) who already have come 
forward, passed background checks, obtained 
protection, and followed the rules from renew-
ing DACA. The Salmon amendment is based 
on the false premise that the president’s re-
cent executive actions create an incentive 
under the Affordable Care Act for employers 
to hire deferred action recipients. Finally, the 
Schock amendment also is premised on the 
false notion that deferred action applications 
unfairly delay the adjudication of all applica-
tions. 

Jeopardizing this must-pass legislation, crit-
ical to our national security, is unacceptable. I 
urge my Republican colleagues to bring a 
clean bill for the remainder of FY2015 for 
DHS, without further delay and without the dis-
traction of partisan politics. 

f 

70TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
LIBERATION OF AUSCHWITZ 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 27, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
commemorate International Holocaust Re-
membrance Day and the 70th anniversary of 
the liberation of the Auschwitz concentration 
camp. 

It is fitting today to remember those who ex-
perienced the depth of human cruelty in that 
camp and all other Nazi concentration camps. 

It is estimated that over one million pris-
oners perished at the Auschwitz concentration 
camp over the five years that it was oper-
ational. 

I grieve for those lost souls, but I give 
thanks for the 7,500 prisoners who were liber-
ated 70 years ago today. 

The stories of those survivors ensure that 
we remain vigilant and dedicated to combating 
hatred and oppression in all its forms. 

For that reason, I would also like to bring at-
tention to the ongoing massacres and human 
rights violations being carried out by the mili-
tant terrorist organization Boko Haram in Nige-
ria. 

Just like the actions of the Nazis during 
World War II, the actions of Boko Haram 
today are an affront to human life and dignity. 

From their first violent uprising in 2009, to 
the massacre in Baga less than one month 
ago, Boko Haram has been waging a war that 
has cost an estimated 10,000 lives, and dis-
placed more than one million people. 

I thank Secretary Kerry for his active role in 
supporting the Nigerians in their efforts to 
combat Boko Haram. 

I also thank the United States military, for 
providing the Nigerian military with trainers 
and specialists to aid them. 

But there needs to be more. 
These atrocities must not be permitted to 

continue, and we must do everything within 
our power to stop the kidnapping and killing of 
innocent men, women, and children across Ni-
geria. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE CITY OF 
DELANO’S CENTENNIAL 

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 27, 2015 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the City of Delano, California in 
honor of its centennial. 

After its founding by the Southern Pacific 
Railroad in 1873, Delano was incorporated on 
April 13, 1915. It is an extremely culturally di-
verse community, with residents who have ties 
to Mexico, Spain, China, France, Japan, 
Yugoslavia, the Philippines, Russia, and India. 

Delano is also an area with rich history. 
During World War II, a prisoner of war camp 
was located in Delano. Additionally, a squad-
ron of Northrop P–61 Black Widow planes that 
protected the Pacific coast from invasion dur-
ing the war was based there. Delano played 
an important role in ensuring the safety of the 
homeland throughout this conflict 

Located in the Central Valley, Delano plays 
a substantial role in our nation’s agricultural in-
dustry. The local farmers in Delano are known 
for the grapes, oranges, almonds, pistachios, 
and cotton they farm. Without the hard work of 
Delano’s farmers, the economy of the Central 
Valley and the food reserves in the United 
States would be dramatically compromised. 

In honor of Delano’s centennial, the city will 
be hosting a 100th Year Gala Celebration on 
January 31, 2015. The celebration will provide 
the people of Delano with the opportunity to 
look back on their city’s past with pride and 
look forward to its bright future with excite-
ment. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives to 
join me in congratulating the City of Delano on 
their centennial and honoring the city for its 
immense contributions to our nation. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DAVE BRAT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 27, 2015 

Mr. BRAT. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 41, 
I was present on the House Floor and at-
tempted to vote ‘‘YES’’ via my electronic vot-
ing card. However, it has been brought to my 
attention that my vote was not recorded. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
YES. 

f 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
PREVENTION ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 26, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a sen-
ior member of the Judiciary and Homeland 
Security Committees, I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 357, the ‘‘Human Trafficking Preven-
tion Act.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Chairman 
ROYCE and Ranking Member ENGEL for their 
stewardship in bringing this legislation to the 
floor and for their commitment to expanding 
the training and capability of federal govern-
ment personnel in detecting and combating 
human trafficking and assisting its victims. 

Throughout my tenure in Congress and a 
founder and Co-Chair of the Congressional 
Children’s Caucus, I have advocated on behalf 
of victims of human trafficking, especially chil-
dren, who are the most vulnerable and inno-
cent victims. 

I am also committed to ensuring that law 
enforcement agencies have the tools, re-
sources, and training necessary to identify, ap-
prehend, and prosecute criminals who ruth-
lessly traffic in people. 

H.R. 357 strengthens the Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act of 2000 by amending it to re-
quire training related to trafficking in persons 
for all State Department personnel. Specifi-
cally, the bill requires the following: 

1. A distance learning course on trafficking 
in persons issues and the Department of 
State’s obligations under the Act to be com-
pleted by embassy reporting officers, regional 
bureaus’ trafficking in persons coordinators, 
and their supervisors; 

2. Specific trafficking-in-persons briefings for 
all ambassadors and deputy chiefs of mission 
before they depart for their posts; and 

3. Annual reminders to all such personnel 
and other federal personnel at each diplomatic 
or consular post of the Department of State lo-
cated outside the United States of key human 
trafficking problems, threats, methods, and 
warning signs. 

This legislation does for the State Depart-
ment what the Jackson Lee Amendment to 
H.R. 4660, ‘‘Commerce, Justice, and Science 
Appropriations Act for 2015,’’ approved by the 
House in the last Congress does for the Jus-
tice Department. 

That amendment, adopted in May 2014 by 
the House, provides another tool in law en-
forcement’s arsenal to tip the balance in favor 
of victims by ensuring funding for the Attorney 
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General to provide training for State and local 
law enforcement agencies on immigration law 
that may be useful for the investigation and 
prosecution of crimes related to trafficking in 
persons. 

Mr. Speaker, trafficking in humans, and es-
pecially child trafficking, has no place in a civ-
ilized society and those who engage in this il-
licit trade should be prosecuted to the fullest 
extent of the law. 

To effectively combat human trafficking, we 
need to provide resources and training to gov-
ernment personnel to assist victims and ap-
prehend criminals. 

By providing the necessary training and 
support, we will catch more human trafficking 
criminals and save lives, and prevent many 
other persons, including children, from becom-
ing human trafficking victims. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in supporting 
H.R. 357, the Human Trafficking Prevention 
Act. 

f 

HONORING MS. ABHA PANDYA 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 27, 2015 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Ms. Abha Pandya, who is retiring at 
the end of this month from the position of 
Chief Executive Officer of Asian Human Serv-
ices, Inc. (AHS) after 20 years in leadership at 
the organization. AHS is Chicago’s largest so-
cial service agency serving the needs of the 
pan-Asian and other immigrant and under-
served communities residing in metropolitan 
Chicago. Ms. Pandya joined AHS in June 
1994 as the Executive Director, and in 2004 
she became the Chief Executive Officer. In 
1994, AHS had a staff of six employees and 
a budget of $294,000. Under Ms. Pandya’s 
leadership, AHS has grown nearly 40 fold— 
having a budget of approximately $15 million 
in fiscal year 2015, and a staff of 115 full-time 
employees. 

Ms. Pandya is a truly remarkable leader. 
She always completed what she set out to do, 
including big projects that are important to the 
community, such as opening several Federally 
Qualified Health Care Clinics, providing dental 
services to the community, and opening edu-
cation and job training centers. I attended 
many wonderful ribbon cuttings of AHS 
projects under Ms. Pandya’s leadership. 

AHS is a multilingual, functionally diverse, 
not-for-profit social service agency that pro-
vides direct services to over 27,000 clients a 
year. Its excellent staff speaks 24 languages 
and includes people of different ages, gen-
ders, ethnicities and races. 

Under Ms. Pandya’s leadership, AHS 
opened Illinois’ first federally-funded primary 
care and dental clinic to provide linguistically 
and culturally appropriate clinical services to 
Asian immigrants and others; a comprehen-
sive mental health program, the only state- 
funded program for the Asian community in Il-
linois; a large community health education and 
prevention program; an extensive family lit-
eracy program; and a job training and place-
ment program. In 2011, AHS received $2.8 
million in capital funds from the state and fed-
eral governments to start an expanded pri-
mary care and dental clinic, and the new clinic 

became fully operational on September 3, 
2013. In 2014 AHS received federal funding to 
establish an additional primary care clinic in 
my district, in Skokie, Illinois. 

AHS will be naming one of their clinics the 
‘‘Abha Pandya’s Family Health Center’’ to 
honor her contributions. It is an extremely 
well-deserved honor. 

Ms. Pandya has advocated extensively at 
the federal, state and city levels on behalf of 
Asian and other immigrant and refugee com-
munities in Chicago for a more equitable dis-
tribution of resources, greater access, and lin-
guistically appropriate services. She has 
served on the Governor’s Multicultural Serv-
ices Committee, and on the Board of Directors 
of the Chicago Council on Urban Affairs, the 
Coalition of Limited English Speaking Elderly, 
the metropolitan Board of the United Way of 
Chicago and the Chicago Council of the 
United Way. 

Ms. Pandya received a B.A. with honors 
from Elphinstone College, University of Bom-
bay, and a master’s degree with distinction 
from the University of Delhi, and an M.S. in 
journalism from Boston University. She will be 
spending time with her family, including her 
grandchildren, in California. I thank Ms. 
Pandya for her leadership and service. I will 
miss working with her in her leadership role at 
AHS, but I know she will continue to look for 
ways to serve our community. 

f 

HONORING THE EXTRAORDINARY 
LIFE OF WILLIAM ‘BILL’ MAYS 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 27, 2015 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the life of a beloved mem-
ber of the Indianapolis community, Bill Mays. 
Sadly he unexpectedly passed away on De-
cember 4, 2014, his 69th birthday. Bill was a 
businessman, a family man, a leader of the 
community, and a philanthropist. He built an 
economic dream in his business and used his 
fortune to help others. His dedication to the 
Hoosier community will forever be remem-
bered. 

A lifelong Hoosier, Bill was born in Evans-
ville on December 4, 1945. He graduated as 
the number one male academically from 
Evansville Central High School, where he was 
also a member of the football team. He later 
received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Chem-
istry and a Master of Business Administration 
from Indiana University in Bloomington. He 
later went on to receive four Honorary Doctor-
ates from universities and colleges in Indiana. 

In 1980, Bill launched Mays Chemical Com-
pany, Inc. and grew it into one of the largest 
chemical distribution companies in North 
America. During the first year of business he 
doubled his $1 million sales objective. From 
there his business grew exponentially and it is 
now ranked the 20th largest chemical dis-
tributor in the United States. He was regarded 
as one of the most successful businessmen in 
Indiana, not just because of Mays Chemical, 
but also because of other ventures he under-
took. In addition to starting Mays Chemical, he 
also owned The Indianapolis Recorder. In 
1990 Mays purchased The Recorder, saving 
the newspaper. His niece, and a dear friend of 

mine, Carolene Mays, became general man-
ager of The Recorder in 1998. Under Bill and 
Carolene’s leadership The Recorder grew in 
readership, prominence, and credibility. The 
Recorder is still in circulation today. Mays also 
was the former majority owner of the Hoosier 
Radio and Television Properties, which include 
WAV-TV53, HOT 96.3 FM, WGGR 106.7 FM 
and WIRE. 

His business savvy was impressive, but his 
dedication to the community set him apart. He 
served on a wide variety of for-profit and non- 
profit boards and held many chairmanships. 
His list of community service honors and 
awards is lengthy. Just to name a few, he re-
ceived the National Society of Black Engineers 
Golden Torch Award (2003), Indiana Univer-
sity’s Herman B. Wells Visionaries Award 
(2000); Wheeler Boys & Girls Club Man and 
Youth Award (1998); Madame C.J. Walker 
Lifetime Achievement Award (1998); was in-
ducted into the Junior Achievement Central In-
diana Business Hall of Fame (1998); and had 
the honor of carrying the Olympic flame during 
its trip through Indianapolis in 1996. 

Mays is survived by his wife, Dr. Rose 
Mays, retired Associate Dean of Community 
Affairs at Indiana University’s School of Nurs-
ing, daughters Kristin Mays-Corbitt, President 
of Mays Chemical, and Heather Mays-Woods, 
an educator. Bill was a mentor and a leader 
of the business community, but most impor-
tantly he was a husband and father. On many 
occasions Mays had said that his true passion 
was his family. Please join me in thanking 
Bill’s family and friends for sharing such a 
wonderful man with the Hoosier community. 

f 

ENHANCING SERVICES FOR RUN-
AWAY AND HOMELESS VICTIMS 
OF YOUTH TRAFFICKING ACT OF 
2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, January 26, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a sen-
ior member of the Judiciary and Homeland 
Security Committees, I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 468, ‘‘Homeless Victims of Youth Traf-
ficking Act of 2015.’’ 

I support this bipartisan legislation which 
amends the Trafficking Victims Protection Act 
of 2000 by inserting the phrase ‘‘sever forms 
of trafficking in persons’’ and including ‘‘youth 
who are victims of trafficking,’’ in the defini-
tions for the law. 

Mr. Speaker, trafficking in persons is an in-
conceivable, callous and inhumane crime that 
unquestionably deserves the nation’s utmost 
attention. It is particularly difficult to see the 
victimization of the very young who are sold or 
tricked into becoming victims of Human Traf-
ficking. 

I join my colleagues is working to strengthen 
laws against human trafficking, and supporting 
the allocation of resources to further the ef-
forts of law enforcement and aid agencies in 
identification of youth victims and provide vital 
support to preventing further victimization and 
to reclaim the lives of the most vulnerable 
among us—our children from traffickers. 

It is estimated 2.8 million children living on 
the streets of this nation are at risk for traf-
ficking into the sex industry. Children who are 
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abused or victims of molestation are most vul-
nerable. 

If they are lured into human trafficking they 
are isolated from the rest of the world and 
start living lives controlled by pimps, escort 
and massage services, private dancing clubs, 
pornographic clubs and much worse. 

The work of the authors of this bill con-
tribute to raising public awareness must be at 
the forefront of our hearts and minds and 
these unlawful, immoral traffickers, beyond a 
doubt must unavoidably be brought to justice. 
We must seek them out and press them from 
our society by standing up together with a col-
lective voice saying, ‘‘Human trafficking stops 
today, right now, with us.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I along with my Colleagues on 
the Committee on Homeland Security held a 
field hearing in Houston Texas last year on 
the issue of Human Trafficking. 

The day before that hearing local law en-
forcement with support from federal law en-
forcement agencies raided a house where 
suspected victims of human trafficking were 
being held. 

According to the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice, Houston, Texas is one of the nation’s 
largest hubs for human trafficking, with over 
200 active brothels in Houston and two new 
ones opening each month. 

In 2006, the Department of Justice National 
Conference on Human Trafficking identified 
the I–10 corridor as one of the main routes for 
traffickers. Interstate I–10 links the major 
Texas urban areas Houston, San Antonio and 
El Paso and dozens of mid- and small sized 
towns in between. 

Mr. Speaker, one of the most important 
things that can and must continue to be done 
is to raise public awareness and force the ac-
tivity of traffickers and their victims out of the 
shadows into the light. 

Raising the visibility and status of the gov-
ernmental entities charged with the responsi-
bility of documenting the problems, successes, 
and remaining challenges confronting the 
United States and the international community 
in eradicating the scourge of human trafficking 
is a positive step forward in achieving this 
goal. 

I urge all of my colleagues to join me in 
supporting passage of H.R. 468. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ELISE JONES MARTIN 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 27, 2015 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a wonderful woman and South 
Carolinian who is turning 100 years old on 
February 7th. Elise Jones Martin has been a 
stalwart of her community in Columbia, South 
Carolina for decades, and is very deserving of 
this recognition she is receiving from people 
all across the State of South Carolina. 

Ms. Martin was born in Hartsville, South 
Carolina and arrived in Columbia in the 1930s 
following cosmetology training in New Jersey. 
She later attended South Carolina State Col-
lege in Orangeburg, SC where she received 
her teaching certification. She taught for many 
years at Booker T. Washington High School 
and was very active in her trade’s professional 
organizations. 

Ms. Martin became the first African Amer-
ican woman to own a business on Main Street 
in Columbia when she opened a wig shop 
called Accent Elise. She became a dedicated 
and trustworthy member of the community. 
She worked with the Columbia Housing Au-
thority on its Hope VI program and served as 
a poll worker for over three decades. In 2008 
she served as the poll manager to her polling 
location at the youthful age of 94. She has 
also served as a member of the Columbia 
Zoning board and a member of the America 
Beautiful Committee of the Midlands. 

She believes that citizens must take part in 
the change they seek and has been a tireless 
worker through the City of Columbia. Ms. Mar-
tin has been extremely dedicated to Bethel 
A.M.E. Church, where she’s been a member 
for more than 70 years and has held many 
leadership positions. Her deep and lasting 
commitment to her church and her community 
have made her a valuable asset. She has al-
ways been very approachable. Her wisdom, 
friendship and compassion are often sought 
and highly valued by her family and fellow citi-
zens. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my col-
leagues join me in congratulating Ms. Elise 
Jones Martin on this tremendous milestone. It 
is very fitting that her valuable contributions 
and this celebration of 100 years of life are 
being recognized by her family and friends for 
all she has done to give back to those with 
whom she has shared a century of blessed 
experiences. 

f 

EXTRAORDINARY ACT OF VALOR 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 27, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Deputy John McCord of the Fort 
Bend County Precinct 3 Constable’s Office for 
being selected by the Houston 100 Club for 
the Officer of the Year Award. This award rec-
ognizes his extraordinary act of valor to pro-
tect the lives of residents of Fort Bend County. 

On June 27, 2014, Deputy McCord re-
sponded to a call reporting a child drowning in 
the Weston Lakes subdivision in Fulshear, 
Texas. Deputy McCord rescued the uncon-
scious boy from the bottom of the lake and 
performed lifesaving CPR before a medical 
helicopter arrived to bring the child to the hos-
pital. Thanks to officers like Deputy McCord, 
residents of Fort Bend County can rest as-
sured that our police officers are dedicated to 
serving our community and keeping us safe. 

I thank Deputy John McCord for his courage 
and readiness to act in the line of duty. On be-
half of the residents of the Twenty-Second 
Congressional of Texas, thank you and con-
gratulations again to John for being selected 
to receive the Houston 100 Club’s Officer of 
the Year Award. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MAXINE WATERS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 27, 2015 

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I submit my vote preference for 

Speaker of the House. I was unavoidably de-
tained at the time of voting. However, had I 
been present in person, I would have cast my 
vote in support of Congresswoman NANCY 
PELOSI for Speaker of the House. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GEORGETTE BROWN 

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 27, 2015 

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to Georgette Brown, a 
dedicated public servant and a very good 
friend of mine who passed away earlier this 
month. For 25 years, Georgette served the 
people of Josephine County, Oregon, as the 
longest serving County Clerk in county history. 
Along the way, she implemented local vote-by- 
mail and published the first local voters’ pam-
phlet. Today, I honor her commitment and life-
time of community service. 

Georgette understood the importance of 
participating in our democracy. Whether at a 
town hall, rotary speech or business round-
table, Georgette was always present, actively 
listening, asking pertinent questions and show-
ing genuine support. She believed the best 
way to make her voice heard in Washington, 
DC was by being present and engaged. 

For Georgette, the core duty of a citizen 
was voting. She worked hard to make sure 
every vote counted. When Oregon moved to a 
vote-by-mail system, Georgette appeared be-
fore the Oregon Legislature to advocate for 
ballot deadline announcements in the media. 
In her own county, she took it upon herself as 
Clerk to make sure as many people as pos-
sible voted, telling anyone who would listen 
that they better vote! 

Georgette Brown’s belief and dedication 
paid off. Voter turnout in Josephine County 
peaked at nearly 90 percent in the 1996 gen-
eral election and averaged nearly 70 percent 
during much of Georgette’s tenure. She 
served as president of the Oregon Association 
of County Clerks. I am sure more than a few 
of the fellow clerks with whom Georgette 
served are grateful for having so many helpful 
things from her along the way. 

Georgette had the distinction of being Jose-
phine County’s first clerk to perform mar-
riages, and she performed hundreds of them 
during and after her tenure. She even once 
traveled on her own time to New Zealand to 
perform a wedding for a Grants Pass resident, 
quickly making new friends along the way. 

If someone had a question, Georgette usu-
ally had an answer. Often, she would even 
rattle off the appropriate Oregon statute from 
memory. Georgette believed it was important 
to be fiscally responsible in running her office. 
She ran it like a business, looking for ways to 
save money. Sometimes, when times were 
tight, she’d pay her own expenses when trav-
eling to a conference, sharing a room when 
necessary. 

Georgette had great respect for the office of 
Clerk, and those who worked there. After her 
retirement in 2008, she would stop by the 
county courthouse to say hello. Her last visit 
was in May when she hand delivered her bal-
lot to make sure the county clerk knew her 
signature had changed—and likely to see how 
the turnout was looking to see how many peo-
ple she still needed to remind. 
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In addition to her official duties, Georgette 

was generous, donating to parks and 4-H pro-
grams. She was very community-minded, 
working on Rotary projects and serving as Ro-
tary president. She was a member of St. 
Anne’s parish for more than 40 years, serving 
as a reader during Saturday evening mass. 
One of her favorite retirement roles was read-
ing with students at Allen Dale Elementary 
School. Always fun to be around, Georgette 
brightened every activity she was involved in 
and she never spoke ill of others. 

Born in Hoboken, New Jersey, Georgette at-
tended school at St. Mary’s in New York. She 
and Larry moved to Grants Pass in 1972. 
When Larry died of cancer in 2002, Georgette 
missed him terribly. Georgette was deeply 
loved and will be dearly missed by her daugh-
ters, Martie and Monique, her 7-year-old 
grandson, Taylor, her many, many friends and 
the countless people whose lives she posi-
tively touched through her service. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to please 
join me in honoring Georgette Brown for her 
many years of exemplary service in Josephine 
County and caring leadership of her commu-
nity. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE RETIREMENT 
OF JADE STAWASZ 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 27, 2015 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the retirement of Jade 
Stawasz. On January 27, 2015, she closes out 
47 years of incredible service to the U.S. Army 
and begins the next exciting chapter of her 
life. 

Jade is a valued member of the Army’s Ci-
vilian Service. More than 330,000 strong, 
Army civilians serve as an integral part of the 
Army team. This global family is devoted to 
ensuring our warriors are prepared to shoulder 
any challenge that comes their way. 

Widely admired and respected for her lead-
ership and work ethic, Jade excelled at nu-
merous responsibilities over the years. From 
her work as Director of Executive Services for 
Ill Corps and Fort Hood to her efforts on be-
half of Army leadership ranging from Kansas 
to Hawaii, she’s long been someone both her 
supervisors and colleagues could rely upon. 

Jade’s great work has not gone unnoticed. 
For her efforts she was awarded a Superior 
Civilian Service Award, Commander’s Award 
for Civilian Service, and a Commander’s 
Award for Public Service. The United States 
Armor Association honored her with the Order 
of St. Joan D’Arc Medallion for her contribu-
tions to the morale, welfare, and spirit of 
armor and cavalry families during their 
spouse’s absence. Her commitment to service 
doesn’t end when she leaves the office. As a 
member of the Harker Heights and Killeen 
Chambers of Commerce, she works tirelessly 
to strengthen bonds between Fort Hood and 
the surrounding communities. 

I commend Jade Stawasz’s selfless service 
to the United States Army. Her patriotism, citi-
zenship, and commitment to excellence reflect 
the very best values of Central Texas. I join 
Jade’s friends, family, and colleagues in wish-
ing her all the best in her much-deserved re-
tirement. 

STRENGTHENING CHILD WELFARE 
RESPONSE TO TRAFFICKING ACT 
OF 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 26, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support H.R. 469, the ‘‘Strengthening 
Our Child Welfare Response to Trafficking Act 
of 2015,’’ which strengthens the Child Abuse 
Prevention and Treatment Act (Pub. L. 93– 
247) by requiring that state plans for federal 
grants for child abuse or neglect prevention 
and treatment programs include elements fo-
cused on human trafficking. 

Trafficking in humans is a major problem 
across the globe and in our own country. As 
lawmakers, we have a moral responsibility to 
combat this scourge and protect our children, 
especially those without parents to care for 
them, from being exploited and falling through 
the cracks. 

As the Founder and Chair of the Congres-
sional Children’s Caucus, I understand how 
important it is to defend those who are too 
young to defend themselves. 

This problem is personal for me because 
according to the U.S. Department of Justice, 
my home city of Houston, Texas is the epi-
center of human trafficking in the United 
States with over 200 active brothels in Hous-
ton and two new ones opening each month. 

Houston has also surpassed Las Vegas for 
the dubious distinction of having the most strip 
clubs and illicit spas serving as fronts for sex 
trafficking. 

Human trafficking in Texas is not limited to 
Houston. During the 2011 Dallas Super Bowl, 
133 underage arrests for prostitution were 
made and during this year’s massive effort 
‘‘Operation Cross Country’’ led by the FBI, 
several pimps were arrested. 

Between 1998 and 2003 more than 500 
people from 18 countries were ensnared in 57 
forced labor operations in almost a dozen cit-
ies throughout the State of Texas. 

Currently, our state child welfare systems do 
not properly identify and help the children that 
have been taken by this horrible industry. 

Even more disturbing is that the protections 
provided by our child welfare systems often do 
not extend to young victims of trafficking. 

Hard as it is to believe, in some states traf-
ficked youths are not even regarded or classi-
fied as victims. 

Houston is a popular trafficking hub in part 
because the city is so diverse, with large His-
panic, Asian and Middle Eastern populations, 
which allows traffickers and their victims to 
blend into local communities. 

A recent report estimated that 25% of all 
trafficking victims in the U.S. end up in Texas. 

Rather, they are treated as youthful offend-
ers and consigned to the criminal justice sys-
tem. 

The city is so diverse, the traffickers and 
victims easily blend into the community. 

The TIP Report also contains tier rankings 
of each country on which it reports, which are 
used to help protect victims, prevent trafficking 
and prosecute traffickers. 

According to a report published in the North-
western Journal of International Human 
Rights, Mexican authorities are working to ad-

dress the problem of trans-border human traf-
ficking, but the country’s ‘‘legal framework re-
mains largely untouched and hence limited in 
its crime-fighting scope and effectiveness.’’ 

According to the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice, Houston, Texas is one of the nation’s 
largest hubs for human trafficking, with over 
200 active brothels in Houston and two new 
ones opening each month. 

Human trafficking in Texas is not limited to 
Houston. During the 2011 Dallas Super Bowl, 
133 underage arrests for prostitution were 
made and during this year’s massive effort 
‘‘Operation Cross Country’’ led by the FBI, 
several pimps were arrested. 

In general The Center shall carry out the fol-
lowing activities: 

1. Receive information on travel by child-sex 
offenders. 

2. Establish a system to maintain and ar-
chive all relevant information, including the re-
sponse of destination countries to notifications 
under subsection where available, and deci-
sions not to transmit notification abroad. 

3. Establish an annual review process to en-
sure that the Center is consistent in proce-
dures to provide notification to destination 
countries or not to provide notification to des-
tination countries, as appropriate. 

Mr. Speaker, one of the most important 
things that can and must continue to be done 
is to raise public awareness of the continuing 
prevalence of modern day slavery and human 
trafficking. 

Such identification requires cooperative ef-
forts between the United States and foreign 
governments. In exchange for providing notice 
of child-sex offenders traveling to the United 
States, foreign authorities will expect United 
States authorities to provide reciprocal notice 
of child-sex offenders traveling to their coun-
tries. 

Raising the visibility and status of the gov-
ernmental entity charged with the responsi-
bility of documenting the problems, successes, 
and remaining challenges confronting the 
United States and the international community 
in eradicating the scourge of human trafficking 
is a positive step forward in achieving this 
goal. 

I urge all of my colleagues to join me in 
supporting passage of H.R. 469. 

f 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING IS SLAVERY 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 27, 2015 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in my other 
life, I was a prosecutor and Judge. I saw the 
worst of the worst criminals in my courtroom, 
but it wasn’t until I visited the Ukraine, when 
I first came to Congress, that I learned about 
the scourge of human trafficking. It is slavery. 
Soon I became aware that this crime wasn’t 
just happening in far off places but right here 
in the United States, in our own backyards. 

Unfortunately, my hometown of Houston is 
one of the hubs for human trafficking because 
of its proximity to the border, major interstates, 
airports, and ports. 

As cofounder and co-chair of the Congres-
sional Victims’ Rights Caucus with my friend 
JIM COSTA from California, I have made fight-
ing human trafficking a priority. 
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Human trafficking is a hidden crime. 
These victims are not willing participants in 

prostitution. These women, men, girls, and 
boys are being held against their will, caught 
in a life of drug addiction, physical abuse, and 
sexual assault. Children cannot be prostitutes. 
Children cannot consent to sex. They get 
forced into the crime of human trafficking, they 
are victims not criminals. 

It is estimated that at least 100,000 children 
are at risk for human trafficking every year in 
the U.S. The real number of trafficking victims 
is unknown. 

Even if they are identified, they are con-
stantly moved around by their traffickers, 
whether that’s across our borders and/or 
around the country. Many are runaways, 
throwaways, or stowaways. Imagine a child 
being considered a throwaway or a child that 
no one is looking for. This is reality for many 
in our country. We must be the ones to give 
them hope. 

Victims may be afraid to come forward. 
They may be arrest and jailed because they 
are mistaken for criminal. Forgiven immigrants 
kidnapped and brought to the US are told their 
families will be harmed if they seek help. 

Many victims may be suffering from Stock-
holm Syndrome and actually believe they are 
in a loving relationship with their trafficker. 

Education and awareness for law enforce-
ment and the public will help prevent traf-
ficking and identify the victim. 

Rescuing and Restoring victims must be a 
top priority. Trafficking victims have unique 
needs, different than the needs of other crime 
victims. They must receive specialized, trau-
ma-informed care from those that understand 
this crime. 

Trafficking victims are not easy victims to 
help. They’ve been through extremely terrible 
situations. Many have come from a life of 
hardship, from abusive families, and moved 
around from family to family in foster care. 
Anyone they’ve trusted in the past has used 
them and betrayed them. So, many times after 
they’ve been rescued, they run because that’s 
what they know. 

We cannot give up on these girls. They de-
serve to know love and trust. As a society, we 
must embrace them. 

I’ve introduced the Justice for Victims of 
Trafficking Act with Congresswoman MALO-
NEY. This bill will ensure funding for the rescue 
and restoration of trafficking victims. It will en-
sure specialized training and care, and training 
for law enforcement. These services will be 
paid for by fines on the perpetrators. The bad 
guys literally pay for the crimes they have 
committed. What a concept! 

Our bill also addresses the cause of this 
dastardly deed: the demand. Gone are the 
days of boys being boys. Those that buy sex 
from children are child abusers, not Johns. 
John is in the Bible. He’s a good guy. These 
criminals must be punished like the child 
abusers that they are. They are child rapists. 

During January, National Slavery and 
Human Trafficking Prevention Month, we rec-
ognize that we have a long road ahead of us 
in order to eradicate our country and our world 
of modern day slavery. If we have the help 
and work of local, state, and federal govern-
ments, wonderful anti-trafficking organizations, 
and just people with good hearts, I think we 
can put a stop to this despicable crime. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

RECOGNIZING GEORGE STEVENS, 
JR. AS THE FOUNDER OF THE 
KENNEDY CENTER HONORS AND 
FOR HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
AMERICAN FILM MAKING 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 27, 2015 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize George Stevens, Jr., an American 
writer, director, producer, playwright, author 
and founder of the American Film Institute and 
the Kennedy Center Honors. With an impres-
sive, creative and innovative career spanning 
nearly 65 years, Stevens has contributed 
greatly to American filmmaking and diplomacy, 
and has elevated artistic standards and appre-
ciation to new heights. It is therefore with pro-
found gratitude for his dedication to the arts 
and yet sadness that December 2014 marked 
Stevens’ last year as producer of the es-
teemed Kennedy Center Honors that I am 
speaking today. 

In 1978, Stevens founded the Kennedy 
Center Honors, which is an annual TV special 
that recognizes a wide cross-section of artists 
who have contributed to American culture 
through dance, the theater, music, film and tel-
evision. The Kennedy Center Honors, how-
ever, is more than just a TV special. It is the 
brainchild of George Stevens and it was influ-
enced by his hero and friend, President John 
F. Kennedy, who said, ‘‘I look forward to an 
America that will honor achievement in the 
arts the way we honor achievement in busi-
ness and statecraft.’’ Through personal dedi-
cation and a labor of love, Stevens committed 
much of his adult life to the Honors, which is 
a significant part of his legacy and contribution 
to the arts. 

For thirty-six years, Stevens produced the 
Honors and made it the premier show of 
American arts appreciation. In 2008, his son 
Michael joined him as a producer of the show 
and it remains one of the most highly antici-
pated events of the year, showcasing some of 
the best talents America has to offer. Last 
year’s Honors recipients included Tom Hanks, 
Sting, Lily Tomlin, Patricia McBride and singer/ 
songwriter Al Green from my home of Mem-
phis, Tennessee. The show was an amazing 
celebration of these artists and a testament to 
Stevens’ love for the arts. I was glad to be 
among the attendees at the historic 2014 Hon-
ors. 

In 1962, former CBS Newsman and head of 
the United States Information Agency (USIA) 
under the Kennedy Administration Edward R. 
Murrow reached out to Stevens to join the 
Agency to help inform the world about the 
U.S. through film. It was during this time that 
he formed a lasting relationship with President 
John F. Kennedy and his family, and began 
laying the foundation that transformed how 
American films and the arts are recognized 
and appreciated today. After creating nearly 
300 short films for the USIA and following the 
President’s assassination, Stevens produced 
the heartfelt and well-received documentary 
about the life of President Kennedy entitled 
Years of Lightning, Day of Drums. At the time, 
the National Board of Review named the doc-
umentary ‘‘one of the ten best films of the 
year’’ and in 2013, Stevens worked with War-
ner Bros to restore the film and release it on 
DVD. 

George Stevens, Jr. was born no stranger 
to Hollywood and American filmmaking. His 
grandmothers and grandfather were all actors, 
having starred alongside Charlie Chaplin and 
in silent films. His father, George Stevens, Sr., 
was a legendary Hollywood director who made 
more than 50 films and earned an Oscar for 
directing the 1951 motion picture, A Place in 
the Sun. At age 17, the younger Stevens 
began working with his father reading scripts 
and stories for potential films, including the 
1953 Western classic Shane, which received 
five Academy Award nominations, and the 
1959 film version of the Pulitzer Prize winning 
play, The Diary of Anne Frank. Between 1959 
and 1961, Stevens directed episodes for the 
television series Peter Gunn and Alfred Hitch-
cock Presents. In 1967, he, along with Sidney 
Poitier and Gregory Peck, founded the Amer-
ican Film Institute, which serves to preserve 
original prints of American films. 

Stevens continues to produce some of the 
most important works in American culture. In 
2013, he produced American editorial car-
toonist Herbert Block’s documentary entitled 
Herblock: The Black & the White, and in 2011, 
he adapted Thurgood, his 2006 one-man 
stage play about the first African-American As-
sociate Justice of the Supreme Court, into a 
feature film. In 2009, he was the executive 
producer of the TV special We Are One: The 
Obama Inaugural Celebration at the Lincoln 
Memorial. 

Stevens is an American icon whose dedica-
tion to the arts is unwavering. He has won 13 
Emmys, two Peabody Awards for Meritorious 
Service to Broadcasting, eight Writers Guild of 
America awards, the Christopher Award and 
The Writers Guild of America’s Paul Selvin 
award for his writings on civil rights and lib-
erties. In 2011, President Barack Obama ap-
pointed him Co-chairman of the President’s 
Committee on the Arts and Humanities. 

George Stevens continues to serve and rep-
resent the arts community well. Because of his 
steadfast efforts to celebrate and promote 
American art, the Kennedy Center Honors is 
always at the top of TV ratings. I ask all of my 
colleagues to join me in congratulating him on 
more than 65 years of dedication to the arts 
and thirty-six years of producing the Kennedy 
Center Honors. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. J. RANDY FORBES 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 27, 2015 

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, last week I was 
unable to cast my vote for two important 
pieces of legislation. Had I been in the cham-
ber, I would have voted YES on H.R. 161, the 
Natural Gas Pipeline Permitting Reform Act 
and YES on H.R. 7, the No Taxpayer Funding 
for Abortion and Abortion Insurance Full Dis-
closure Act. I voted to pass H.R. 7 in the 
113th Congress. This crucial bill will establish 
a government-wide, permanent prohibition on 
the funding of abortion, ensuring that no pro-
gram or agency is exempt from this safeguard. 
I believe that life—even in its earliest stages— 
deserves respect and protection. I am and al-
ways have been pro-life, and throughout my 
tenure in Congress will continue to be a strong 
advocate for the unborn. 
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JAMES KRAMER TRIBUTE 

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 27, 2015 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Mr. James Kramer. Mr. Kramer is the 
Pueblo County Coroner and will be retiring this 
month after a remarkable 37-year career, 
making him one of the longest serving public 
officials in Colorado history. 

Mr. Kramer was elected as Pueblo County 
coroner on November 1, 1977 and has inves-
tigated around 21,000 cases during his career. 
He has been a tireless servant to the people 
of Pueblo County and has remained on-call 24 
hours a day, seven days a week for the bet-
ter-half of four decades. He has compas-
sionately delivered tragic news on thousands 
of occasions and has served with his team na-
tionally both at ground zero after the Sep-
tember 11th attacks and in Louisiana after the 
devastation of Hurricane Katrina. 

Prior to Mr. Kramer’s service to the county 
of Pueblo, he served this nation in the U.S. Air 
Force from 1968–1977, and worked as a phy-
sician’s assistant at Touchstone Family Prac-
tice. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Kramer’s dogged work 
ethic and dedication to serving both his coun-
try and community is truly admirable. I stand 
with the residents of Pueblo County and the 
citizens of the United States in thanking Mr. 
Kramer and congratulating him on a lifetime of 
public and selfless service. Although he is re-
tiring from the Coroner’s role, he will stay on 
as a physician’s assistant at the Touchstone 
Family Practice and I look forward to seeing 
him continue his dedicated work as a leader in 
the Pueblo County community. 

f 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
PRIORITIZATION ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 26, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a sen-
ior member of the Judiciary and Homeland 
Security Committees, I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 514, ‘‘Human Trafficking Prioritization 
Act.’’ 

I support this bipartisan legislation which 
amends the Trafficking Victims Protection Act 
of 2000 to change the status of the State De-
partment Office to Monitor and Combat Traf-
ficking to that of the Bureau to Combat Traf-
ficking in Persons. 

Mr. Speaker, this change in the name of this 
vital office can be accomplished without an in-
crease in funding or personnel. 

H.R. 514, a bipartisan Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee bipartisan bill, directs the Secretary of 
State to report to Congress on each current 
Assistant Secretary of State position the exact 
title and length of designation as Assistant 
Secretary, and whether that designation was 
legislatively mandated or authorized and, if so, 
the relevant statutory citation; and 

Further, the Secretary State is asked wheth-
er they intend to designate one of the Assist-
ant Secretary of State positions as the Assist-
ant Secretary of State to Combat Trafficking in 
Persons, and the reasons for that decision. 

I have a concern regarding the bill’s amend-
ment of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act 
of 2000 to prohibit subsequent inclusion for 
more than one consecutive year on the spe-
cial watch list of countries whose compliance 
with minimum standards for the elimination of 
human trafficking is full, partial, or insignificant 
if the country: 

was included on the list for four consecutive 
years after enactment of the William Wilber-
force Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthor-
ization Act of 2008, and 

was subsequently included on the exclusive 
Tier 3 list of countries not making significant 
efforts to bring themselves into compliance 
with such standards. 

It is important that the mechanisms for 
reaching determinations regarding compliance 
with anti-human trafficking measures are con-
sistent and reliable over time. 

There should be care taken that places 
around the globe with long histories of human 
trafficking do not find ways limit access to in-
formation that would better measure their 
progress in eradicating the practice and bring 
to justice those involved. 

According to the Report, the most common 
form of human trafficking (79%) is sexual ex-
ploitation. The victims of sexual exploitation 
are predominantly women and girls. Surpris-
ingly, in 30% of the countries which provided 
information on the gender of traffickers, 
women make up the largest proportion of traf-
fickers. In some parts of the world, women 
trafficking women is the norm. 

The second most common form of human 
trafficking is forced labour (18%), although this 
may be a misrepresentation because forced 
labor is less frequently detected and reported 
than trafficking for sexual exploitation. 

Globally about 20% of all trafficking victims 
are children. Unfortunately in parts of Africa 
children are the majority, these numbers rise 
to 100% in some parts of West Africa. 

Many of those who are victims of human 
trafficking are exploited in locations near their 
home. 

According to the 2009 United National Re-
port on ‘‘Human Trafficking Exposes Modern 
Form of Slavery’’ research reveals that internal 
regional and domestic trafficking are a source 
of the problems. 

The United Nations Protocol against Traf-
ficking in Persons reports that in the past few 
years the number of Member States seriously 
implementing the Protocol has doubled going 
from 54 to 125 out of the 155 nations. 

In 2009, there were many countries that 
lacked the necessary legal framework or polit-
ical will to take on the issue of human traf-
ficking. 

I join my colleagues in working to strength-
en laws nationally and internationally against 
human trafficking, and supporting the alloca-
tion of resources toward that end. 

I urge all of my colleagues to join me in 
supporting passage of H.R. 514. 

THANKING DIANE ENOS AND WEL-
COMING PRESIDENT DELBERT 
RAY, SR. 

HON. DAVID SCHWEIKERT 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 27, 2015 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to acknowledge the steady leadership of 
Diane Enos who recently ended her term as 
23rd President of the Salt River Pima-Mari-
copa Indian Community in my hometown of 
Scottsdale. Additionally, I would like to share 
my personal gratitude for Diane’s friendship. 
Diane has spent her lifetime working to make 
Arizona better, and she has done so with in-
credible grace. Furthermore, it is with goodwill 
and faith that I welcome President Delbert 
Ray, Sr. to his post as the 24th President of 
the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Commu-
nity. I look forward to working on the many 
issues that are of vital importance to our com-
munity and the future of Arizona. 

f 

PROTECTING THE VICTIMS OF 
CHILD SEX TRAFFICKING 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 27, 2015 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to 
support a number of bills this week that will 
improve identification of, and services for, chil-
dren who are victims of sex trafficking, includ-
ing runaway and homeless kids. 

Every year, as many as 300,000 young peo-
ple become the victims of sex trafficking, while 
others are forced into a life of virtual slavery 
in hard labor and the drug trade. In particular, 
homeless young people are at risk of falling 
into this tragic life. 

Unfortunately, many of our young that fall 
prey to the dark characters who run these 
trades have already been involved in the child 
welfare system at one government level or an-
other. What this screams to us is that the wel-
fare system has failed these children. It seems 
clear that the evils of trafficking are not some-
thing our child welfare workers are sufficiently 
prepared to deal with. 

We must improve the ability of child welfare 
workers to identify and assess child victims of 
trafficking—including runaway and homeless 
youth—and the services they need. We must 
engage in a coordinated effort at the federal, 
state, and local levels to collect and share in-
formation that will help analyze and identify 
youth trafficking. We must also identify state 
efforts that successfully serve youth trafficking 
victims in order to spread best practices to 
other states. 

These are commonsense solutions to better 
identify and serve victims of youth trafficking. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port these important bills. 
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PROMOTING JOB CREATION AND 

REDUCING SMALL BUSINESS 
BURDENS ACT (H.R. 37) 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 27, 2015 

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise in op-
position to the Promoting Job Creation and 
Reducing Small Business Burdens Act. This 
bill undermines vital consumer protections and 
regulations afforded by Dodd-Frank Wall 
Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act 
(Public Law 111–203). On January 7, 2015, 
the House voted on this new bill under sus-
pension of the rules where it failed. I did not 
support this recrafted bill and I do not support 
it now. 

While many of the provisions within H.R. 37 
have passed the House in a bi-partisan fash-
ion during prior Congresses, this year House 
Republicans have added a new, political provi-
sion to weaken consumer protections that I 
cannot support. Undermining the Volcker Rule 
by delaying its implementation until 2019 will 
again put middle-class and working families at 
financial risk just as our economy has recov-
ered. The Volcker Rule prohibits financial insti-
tutions from conducting speculative investment 
activities that do not benefit their customers. 
This federal regulation is necessary to safe-
guard the American people from the financial 
instability and damaged caused by risky trad-
ing by Wall Street that contributed to the Great 
Recession. 

This bill is unnecessarily being rushed to the 
House floor. Neither the Financial Services 
Committee nor the Agricultural Committee has 
had an opportunity to review this bill in this 
new Congress and assess the impacts it 
would have on our banks and our farmers. Mr. 
Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join me in 
opposing the Promoting Job Creation and Re-
ducing Small Business Burdens Act and in-
stead bring a bill to the House floor that pro-
tects all Americans not just Wall Street. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE HONORING 
OUR WWII MERCHANT MARINE 
ACT OF 2015 

HON. JANICE HAHN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 27, 2015 

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, during World War 
II, millions of Americans in uniform fought 
bravely to secure freedom and peace through-
out the world. We honored their sacrifices by 
ensuring we took care of them at home, 
through initiatives such as the G.I. Bill and 
other services meant to support our veterans. 

During the war, U.S. Merchant Mariners 
were responsible for transporting troops and 
delivering supplies for the military. Hundreds 
of ships and thousands of men were lost to 
enemy submarines and aircraft, including dan-
gerous missions ferrying supplies to Western 
Europe and even Russia. It was one of the 
most critical roles played during the early part 
of the war. 

Unfortunately, those who served this nation 
so valiantly during that time, were not eligible 
for the G.I. Bill that helped millions of veterans 

go to college, secure a home and transition 
seamlessly into civilian life. The fact that we 
did not provide similar benefits to those who 
risked their lives for this country is simply 
unfathomable. 

That’s why I am proud to join with my col-
league Rep. JOHN DUNCAN in introducing the 
bipartisan ‘‘Honoring Our WWII Merchant Ma-
rine Act of 2015.’’ This bill would provide a 
one-time benefit of $25,000 to the surviving 
5,000 World War II Mariners. In just two years 
since I last introduced this act, the number of 
surviving Merchant Mariners has been cut in 
half, and if we fail to act now none will see the 
promise fulfilled. By providing this modest ben-
efit, we will finally be giving our brave mer-
chant mariners the recognition they rightfully 
deserve. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO MS. LAURA 
L. HAMPTON 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 27, 2015 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, congratulations to Ms. Laura L. Hampton 
on the celebration of her Tremendous Com-
munity Service and Attainment of her 80th 
Birthday. 

Being publicly involved provides one and 
has provided me with the opportunity to meet 
and interact with some of the most wonderful 
and most delightful people. One such person 
has been, and continues to be Mrs. Laura L. 
Hampton, whom I met during the 1980s while 
serving as Alderman of the 29th ward, which 
was more than twenty years ago. Mrs. Hamp-
ton was a community leader and her family 
lived in the West Garfield Park community on 
West Wilcox Street. She has played every role 
that one can play in a community; a wife, a 
mother, a grandmother, an organizer, a lead-
er, a treasurer, a President and whatever it 
takes to make a community function. 

Mrs. Hampton has been and continues to 
be what is called a ‘‘Community Activist’’, that 
is, one who is actively involved in the affairs 
of community life, block, neighborhood, 
church, school, electoral process, and all that 
takes place in a community. 

I congratulate Mrs. Hampton on the occa-
sion of her 80th birthday Wish her well and 
thank her for all that she has done for the 
community including helping to elect me to 
Congress and President Barack Obama as 
President of the United States of America. 
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INTERNATIONAL MEGAN’S LAW TO 
PREVENT DEMAND FOR CHILD 
SEX TRAFFICKING 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, January 26, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a sen-
ior member of the Judiciary and Homeland 
Security Committees, I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 515 International Megan’s Law to Pre-
vent Demand for Child Sex Trafficking. 

This legislation protects children from exploi-
tation, especially sex trafficking in tourism, by 
providing advance notice of intended travel by 
registered child-sex offenders outside the 
United States to the government of the coun-
try of destination, requesting foreign govern-
ments to notify the United States when a 

known child-sex offender is seeking to enter 
the United States, and for other purposes. 

Child sex tourism, where an individual trav-
els to a foreign country and engages in sexual 
activity with a child in that country, is a form 
of child exploitation and, where commercial, 
child sex trafficking. 

Human trafficking is a problem for the 
United States because the U.S. State Depart-
ment estimates that approximately 17,500 for-
eign nationals are trafficked into the United 
States, the largest number of people trafficked 
into the United States come from East Asia 
and the Pacific and the next highest numbers 
coming from Latin America and Europe. 

Law enforcement reports indicate that 
known child-sex offenders are traveling inter-
nationally, and that the criminal background of 
such individuals may not be known to local 
law enforcement prior to their arrival. 

The commercial sexual exploitation of mi-
nors in child sex trafficking and pornography is 
a global phenomenon. 

The International Labor Organization has 
estimated that 1.8 million children worldwide 
are victims of child sex trafficking and pornog-
raphy each year. 

It is estimated 2.8 million children living on 
the streets of this nation are at risk for traf-
ficking into the sex industry. 

Children who are abused or victims of mo-
lestation are most vulnerable. 

If they are lured into human trafficking they 
are isolated from the rest of the world and 
start living lives controlled by pimps, escort 
and massage services, private dancing clubs, 
pornographic clubs and much worse. 

The State Department’s Office to Monitor 
and Combat Trafficking in Persons produces 
the annual Trafficking in Persons Report (‘‘TIP 
Report’’), which is Congress’ primary resource 
for human trafficking reporting, analysis and 
recommendations for the United States and 
186 countries around the world. 

These kids are not criminals. They are vic-
tims, robbed of their innocence by adult crimi-
nals. 

They are boys and girls who have been 
taken advantage of and are unable to escape 
an ugly system. 

I support H.R. 515 because it is focused on 
helping at-risk and vulnerable children rather 
than treating them as criminals. 

Specifically, the bill requires that state plans 
for federal grants for child abuse or neglect 
prevention and treatment: 

1. provide procedures to identify and assess 
all reports involving children known or sus-
pected to be victims of sex trafficking; 

2. provide training for child protection serv-
ice workers to appropriately respond to reports 
of child sex trafficking; and 

3. develop and implement policies and pro-
cedures to connect child victims to public or 
private specialized services. 

Additionally, the bill requires States to report 
annually the numbers of children identified as 
victims of sex trafficking within the already ex-
isting National Child Abuse and Neglect Data 
System. 

H.R. 515 also requires the Department of 
Health and Human Services to submit a report 
to Congress outlining the prevalence and type 
of child trafficking nationwide as well as the 
current barriers to serving child victims com-
prehensively. 

I strongly support H.R. 515 and urge my 
colleague to join me in voting for its passage 
which will help bring an end to the evil prac-
tice that is child sex trafficking. 
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